
since many have undertaken to put together an account of the things which have been fulfilled among us, just as they were passed on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the message; it seemed good to me also, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write in an orderly way to you, most excellent theophilus; so that you might know the certainty of the message you were taught. god sent the angel gabriel to a city of galilee, named nazareth, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man whose name was joseph, of the house of david. the virgin’s name was mary. having come in, the angel said to her, greetings, o highly favored one! the lord is with you. but when she saw him, she was greatly troubled at these words, and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. the angel said to her, don’t be afraid, mary, because you have found favor with god. now, you will be with child, and give birth to a son, and will call his name ‘jesus. ’ he will be great, and will be called the son of the most high. the lord god will give him the throne of his father, david, and he will reign over the house of jacob forever. there will be no end to his kingdom. mary said to the angel, how can this be, seeing i am a virgin? the angel answered her, the holy spirit will come on you, and the power of the most high will overshadow you. therefore also the holy one who is born from you will be called the son of god. behold, elizabeth, your relative, also has conceived a son in her old age; she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. because nothing is impossible with god’s words. mary said, behold, i am the lord’s servant; may it be to me according to your word. then the angel left from her. now it happened in those days, ceasar augustus issued a decree that a census be taken of the entire roman world. this was the first census made when quirinius was governor of syria. everyone went to their own city to register themselves. joseph also went up from galilee, out of the city of nazareth, into judea, to the city of david, which is called bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of david; to register himself with mary, who was pledged to be married to him as wife, and who was pregnant. it happened, while they were there, that the day had come that she should give birth. she gave birth to her firstborn son, and she wrapped him in strips of cloth, and laid him in a feeding trough, because there was no room for them in the inn. there were shepherds in the same country staying in the field, and keeping watch by night over their flock. behold, an angel of the lord stood by them, and the glory of the lord shone around them, and they were terrified. the angel said to them, don’t be afraid, because, i announce to you good news of great joy which will be to all the people. because there is born to you, this day, in the city of david, a savior, who is the messiah the lord. this is the sign to you you will find a baby wrapped in of cloth, and lying in a trough. suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army praising god, and saying, glory to god in the highest, on earth peace to those upon whom his favour rests. when the angels had left them, and returned into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, let’s go to bethlehem, now, and see this thing that’s happened that the lord has made known to us. they hurried away, and found both mary and joseph, and the baby was lying in the feeding trough. when they saw it, they explained what was told to them about this child. all who heard it were amazed at the things told to them by the shepherds. but mary treasured all these sayings, pondering them in her heart. the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising god for all the things that they had heard and seen, just as it was told them. when eight days were fulfilled for the circumcision of the child, his name was called jesus, which was given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. when they had completed everything required by the law of the lord, they returned into galilee, to their own city, nazareth. the child grew, and became strong in spirit, being filled with wisdom, and the grace of god was upon him. now in the fifteenth year of the reign of tiberius caesar, when pontius pilate was governor of judea, and herod was tetrarch of galilee, the word of god came to john, the son of zechariah, in the wilderness. he came into all the region around the jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins. as it is written in the book of the words of isaiah the prophet, the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘make ready the way of the lord. make his paths straight. every valley will be filled. every mountain and hill will be brought low. the crooked will become straight, and the rough ways smooth. all humanity will see the salvation of god. ’so he said to the crowds who went out to be baptised by him, you children of snakes, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? therefore, bear fruits worthy of repentance, and don’t begin to say among yourselves, ‘we have abraham for our father;’ because i tell you that god can raise up children to abraham from these stones! and even now the axe lies at the root of the trees. therefore every tree that doesn’t bring forth good fruit is cut down, and thrown into the fire. the people were in suspense, and everyone wondered in their hearts about john, whether he might be the messiah, john answered them all, i indeed baptise you with water, but one is coming who is mightier than i, the strap of whose sandals i am not worthy to untie. he will baptise you in the holy spirit and fire, his winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor, and will gather the wheat into his barn; but he will burn up the chaff with inextinguishable fire. and in this way, with many other words, he announced good news to the people. but herod the tetrarch, whom john had denounced because of herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things which herod had done, he added this to them all, that he locked up john in prison. now it happened, when all the people were baptised, and jesus had been baptised, and was praying;the heaven was opened, and the holy spirit descended in a bodily form on him like a dove; and a voice came out of heaven, saying you are my son; whom i love. in you i am well pleased. jesus, full of the holy spirit, returned from the jordan, and was led by the spirit into the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil. he ate nothing in those days and afterward, he was hungry. the devil said to him, if you are the son of god, command this stone to become bread. jesus answered him, saying, it is written, ‘man shall not live by bread alone. ’the devil, leading him up high, showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment. the devil said to him, i will give you all this authority, and their glory, because it has been handed to me; and i give it to whomever i wish. so if you will worship before me, it will all be yours. jesus answered him, get behind me satan! because it is written, ‘you shall worship the lord your god, and you shall serve him only. ’he led him to jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, if you are the son of god, throw yourself down from here, because it is written, ‘he will command his angels concerning you, to protect you;’and, ‘they will lift you up on their hands, lest you dash your foot against a stone. ’jesus answered him, it is said, ‘you shall not put the lord your god to the test. ’when the devil had completed every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time came. jesus returned in the power of the spirit into galilee, and news about him spread through all the surrounding region. he taught in their synagogues, being praised by everyone. he came to nazareth, where he had been brought up. he entered, as was his custom, into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read. the scroll of the prophet isaiah was handed to him. he unrolled the scroll, and found the place where it was written, the spirit of the lord is on me, because he has anointed me to announce good news to the poor. he has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to deliver the oppressed in freedom, and to proclaim the year of the lord’s favor. he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. the eyes of all in the synagogue were fastened on him. he began to speak to them, today, this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. everyone spoke highly of him, and wondered at the gracious words which came out of his mouth, and they said, isn’t this joseph’s son? he said to them, surely you will tell me this parable, ‘doctor, heal yourself! whatever we have heard done at capernaum, do also here in your hometown. ’ he said, most certainly i tell you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. but truly i tell you, there were many widows in israel in the days of elijah, when the sky was shut three years and six months, when a great famine came over all the land. elijah was sent to none of them, except to zarephath, in the land of sidon, to a woman who was a widow. there were many lepers in israel in the time of elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed, except naaman, the syrian. they were all filled with anger in the synagogue, as they heard these things. they rose up, threw him out of the city, and led him to the edge of the hill that their city was built on, that they might throw him off the cliff. but he, passing through the midst of them, went his way. it happened in these days, that he went out to the mountain to pray, and he continued all night in prayer to god. when it was day, he called his disciples, and from them he chose twelve, whom he also named apostles simon, whom he also named peter; andrew, his brother; james; john; philip; bartholomew; matthew; thomas; james, the son of alphaeus; simon, who was called the zealot; judas the son of james; and judas iscariot, who also became a traitor. he came down with them, and stood on a level place, with a crowd of his disciples, and a great number of the people from all judea and jerusalem, and the coastal regions of tyre and sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; as well as those who were troubled by unclean spirits, and they were being healed. all the crowd sought to touch him, because power came out from him and healed them all. he lifted up his eyes to his disciples, and said, blessed are you who are poor, because yours is the kingdom of god. blessed are you who hunger now, because you will be filled. blessed are you who cry now, because you will laugh. blessed are you when men shall hate you, and when they shall exclude and mock you, and cast out your name as evil, because of the son of man. rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, because, your reward is great in heaven, because their fathers did the same thing to the prophets. but woe to you who are rich! because you have received your comforting. woe to you, you who are full now, because you will be hungry. woe to you who laugh now, because you will mourn and weep. woe, when men speak well of you, because their fathers did the same thing to the false prophets. why do you call me, ‘lord, lord, ’ and do not do the things which i say? everyone who comes to me, and hears my words, and does them, i will show you who he is like. he is like a man building a house, who dug and went deep, and laid a foundation on the rock. when a flood came, the river broke against that house, and couldn’t shake it, because it was founded on the rock. but he who hears, and doesn’t do them, is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the river broke, and immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great. the disciples of john told him about all these things. john, calling to himself two of his disciples, sent them to jesus, saying, are you the one who is coming, or should we look for another? when the men had come to him, they said, john the baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘are you the one who is coming, or should we look for another? ’ at that time he’d healed many of diseases and plagues and evil spirits; and to many who were blind he gave sight. jesus answered them, go and tell john the things which you have seen and heard that the blind get sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news announced to them. blessed is the one who doesn’t take offense in me. when john’s messengers had departed, he began to tell the crowds about john, what did you go out into the wilderness to see? a reed shaken by the wind? but what did you go out to see? a man clothed in fine clothing? behold, those who with gorgeous clothes and luxuries, live in royal palaces. but what did you go out to see? a prophet? yes, i tell you, and more than a prophet. this is he of whom it is written, ‘behold, i send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you. ’because i tell you, among those who are born of women there is no one a greater than john the baptist, yet he who is least in the kingdom of god is greater than he. when all the people and the tax collectors heard this, they declared god to be right, having been baptised with john’s baptism. but the pharisees and the religious lawyers rejected the purpose of god for themselves, having not been baptised by him. to what then will i liken the people of this generation? what are they like? they are like children sitting in the marketplace, calling each other, saying, ‘we played the flute for you, and you didn’t dance. we wailed in mourning, and you didn’t cry. ’ because john the baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘he has a demon. ’ the son of man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘behold, a glutton, and a drunkard; a friend of tax collectors and sinners! ’ wisdom is declared right by all her children. it happened, as he was praying alone, that the disciples were with him, and he asked them, who do the crowds say that i am? they answered, ’john the baptist, ’ but others say, ‘elijah, ’ and others, that one of the ancient prophets has risen again. he said to them, but who do you say that i am? peter answered, the messiah of god. but he warned them, and commanded them to tell this to no one, saying, the son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised up. he said to everyone, if anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me. because whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever will lose his life for my sake, will save it. because what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits his own self? because whoever will be ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the son of man be ashamed, when he comes in his glory, and the glory of the father, and of the holy angels. but i tell you the truth there are some of those who stand here, who will in no way taste of death, until they see the kingdom of god. when the days were near when he should be taken up, he set his face to go to jerusalem. now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming close to him to hear him. the pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, this man welcomes sinners, and eats with them. he told them this parable. which of you, if you had one hundred sheep, and lost one of them, wouldn’t leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one that was lost, until he found it? when he’s found it, he carries it on his shoulders, rejoicing. when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘rejoice with me, because i have found my lost sheep! ’ i tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance. he entered and was passing through jericho. there was a man named zacchaeus. he was a chief tax collector, and he was wealthy. he was trying to see who jesus was, and couldn’t because of the crowd, because he was short. he ran on ahead, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, because he was to pass that way. when jesus came to the place, he looked up and saw him, and said to him, zacchaeus, hurry and come down, because i must stay at your house today. he hurried, came down, and received him joyfully. when they saw it, they all grumbled, saying, he has gone in to stay with a man who is a sinner. zacchaeus stood and said to the lord, look, lord, half of my goods i give to the poor. if i have defrauded anyone of anything, i restore four times as much. jesus said to him, today, salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of abraham. because the son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost. it happened, when he drew near to bethsphage and bethany, at the mountain that is called olivet, he sent two of his disciples, saying, go your way into the village on the other side, in which, as you enter, you will find a colt tied, whereon no man ever yet sat. untie it, and bring it. if anyone asks you, ‘why are you untying it? ’ say to him ‘the lord needs it. ’they went and found things just as he had told them. as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, why are you untying the colt? they said, the lord needs it. they brought it to jesus. they threw their cloaks on the colt, and set jesus on them. as he went, they spread their cloaks in the way. as he was now getting near, at the descent of the mount of olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to rejoice and praise god with a loud voice for all the mighty works which they had seen, saying, blessed is the king who comes in the name of the lord! peace in heaven, and glory in the highest! some of the pharisees from the crowd said to him, teacher, rebuke your disciples! he answered them, i tell you that if these were silent, the stones would cry out. when he drew near, he saw the city and wept over it, saying, if you of all places had known today the things which belong to your peace! but now, they are hidden from your eyes. because the days will come on you, when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, surround you, hem you in on every side, and will dash you and your children within you to the ground. they will not leave in you one stone on another, because you didn’t know the time of your visitation. he entered into the temple, and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it, saying to them, it is written, ‘my house is a house of prayer, ’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves’! he was teaching daily in the temple, but the chief priests and the scribes and the leaders of the people sought to destroy him. they couldn’t find what they might do, because all the people were hanging onto his every word. now the feast of unleavened bread, which is called the passover, drew near. the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might put him to death, because they feared the people. satan entered into judas, who was called iscariot, who was numbered with the twelve. he went away, and talked with the chief priests and captains about how he might deliver him to them. they were delighted, and agreed to give him money. he consented, and sought an opportunity to deliver him to them in the absence of the crowd. the day of unleavened bread came, on which the passover must be sacrificed. when the hour had come, he sat down with the twelve apostles. he said to them, i have earnestly desired to eat this passover with you before i suffer, because i tell you, i will not eat of it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of god. he received a cup, and when he had given thanks, he said, take this, and share it among yourselves, because i tell you, i will not drink at all again from the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of god comes. he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave to them, saying, this is my body which is given for you. do this in memory of me. likewise, he took the cup after supper, saying, this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. but behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table. the son of man indeed goes, as it has been determined, but woe to that man through whom he is betrayed! they began to question among themselves, which of them it was who would do this thing. there arose also a dispute among them, which of them was considered to be greatest. he said to them, the kings of the nations lord it over them, and those who have authority over them are called ‘benefactors. ’ but not so with you. but one who is the greater among you, let him become as the younger, and one who is governing, as one who serves. because who is greater, one who sits at the table, or one who serves? isn’t it he who sits at the table? but i am in the midst of you as one who serves. but you are those who have continued with me in my trials. i bestow on you a kingdom, even as my father bestowed on me, that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. you will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of israel. the lord said, simon, simon, behold, satan asked to have you all, that he might sift you as wheat, but i prayed for you, that your faith wouldn’t fail. you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers . he said to him, lord, i am ready to go with you both to prison and to death! he said, i tell you, peter, the rooster will not crow today until you deny that you know me three times. he came out, and went, as his custom was, to the mount of olives, with the disciples following him. when he was at the place, he said to them, pray that you don’t enter into temptation. he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and he knelt down and prayed, saying, father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done. an angel from heaven appeared to him, strengthening him. being in agony he prayed more earnestly. his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. when he rose up from his prayer, he came to the disciples, and found them sleeping because of grief, and said to them, why are you sleeping? rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation. while he was still speaking, a crowd appeared, and the man named judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. he came near to jesus to kiss him. but jesus said to him, judas, do you betray the son of man with a kiss? when those who were around him saw what was about to happen, they said to him, lord, shall we strike with the sword? one of them struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. but jesus answered, enough of this! —and he touched his ear, and healed him. jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and elders, who had come against him, have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? when i was with you in the temple daily, you didn’t lay a hand on me. but this is your hour, and the authority of darkness. they seized him, and led him away, and brought him into the house of the high priest. but peter followed from a distance. when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard, and had sat down together, peter sat among them. a servant girl saw him as he sat in the light, and looking intently at him, said, this man also was with him. he denied jesus, saying, woman, i don’t know him. after a little while someone else saw him, and said, you also are one of them! but peter answered, man, i am not! after about one hour passed, another confidently affirmed, saying, surely this man also was with him, because he is a galilean! but peter said, man, i don’t know what you are talking about! immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. the lord turned, and looked at peter. then peter remembered the lord’s word, how he said to him, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times. he went out, and wept bitterly. the men who held jesus mocked him and beat him. having blindfolded him, they struck him on the face and asked him, prophesy! who is the one who struck you? they spoke many other things against him, insulting him. as soon as it was day, the assembly of the elders of the people was gathered together, both chief priests and scribes, and they led him away into their council, saying, if you are the messiah, tell us. but he said to them, if i tell you, you won’t believe, and if i ask a question, you will in no way answer. from now on, the son of man will be seated at the right hand of the power of god. they all said, then your are the son of god? ! he said to them, you are saying that i am. they said, why do we need any more witness? because we have heard from his own mouth! the whole company of them rose up and brought him before pilate. they began to accuse him, saying, we found this man subverting the nation, forbidding paying taxes to caesar, and saying that he himself is the messiah, a king. pilate asked him, are you the king of the jews? he answered him, you are saying so. pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, i find no basis for a charge against this man. but they insisted, saying, he stirs up the people, teaching throughout all judea, beginning from galilee even to this place. pilate called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, you brought this man to me as one that subverts the people, and see, i have examined him before you, and found no basis for a charge against this man concerning those things of which you accuse him. neither has herod, because i sent you to him, and see, nothing worthy of death has been done by him. i will therefore have him flogged and then release him. now he had to release one prisoner to them at the feast. but they all cried out together, saying, away with this man! release to us barabbas! —one who was thrown into prison for a certain revolt in the city, and for murder. then pilate spoke to them again, wanting to release jesus, but they shouted, saying, crucify! crucify him! he said to them the third time, why? what evil has this man done? i have found in him no crime deserving death, i will therefore have him flogged and then release him. but they insisted with loud voices, demanding that he might be crucified. and their voices prevailed. pilate decreed that what they demanded should be done. he released him who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered jesus up to their will. when they led him away, they seized a man called simon of cyrene, coming from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it after jesus. a great crowd of the people followed him, including women who also mourned and lamented him. but jesus, turning to them, said, daughters of jerusalem, don’t weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. because, the days are coming in which they will say, ‘blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed. ’ then they will begin to tell the mountains, ‘fall on us! ’ and tell the hills, ‘cover us. ’ because if they do these things in the green tree, what will happen when it’s dry? there were also others, two criminals, led with him to be put to death. when they came to the place that is called the skull, they crucified him there with the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left. jesus said, father, forgive them, because they don’t know what they are doing. dividing his garments among them, they cast lots. the people stood watching. the rulers with them also scoffed at him, saying, he saved others. let him save himself, if this is the messiah of god, his chosen one! the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him and offering him vinegar, and saying, if you are the king of the jews, save yourself! an inscription was also written over him in letters of greek, latin, and hebrew this is the king of the jews. one of the criminals who was hanged insulted him, saying, if you are the messiah, save yourself and us! but the other answered, and rebuking him said, don’t you even fear god, seeing you are under the same condemnation? and we indeed justly, because we receive the due reward for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong. he said to jesus, lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom. jesus said to him, truly i tell you, today you will be with me in paradise. it was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two. jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, father, into your hands i commit my spirit! having said this, he breathed his last. when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified god, saying, certainly this was a righteous man. all the crowds that came together to see this, when they saw the things that were done, returned home beating their breasts. all his acquaintances, and the women who followed with him from galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. now, a man named joseph, who was a member of the council, a good and righteous man (he had not consented to their plan and action), from arimathaea, a city of the jews, who was also waiting for the kingdom of god this man went to pilate, and asked for jesus’ body. he took it down, and wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb that was cut in stone, where no one had ever been laid. it was the day of the preparation, and the sabbath was drawing near. the women, who had come with him out of galilee, followed after, and saw the tomb, and how his body was laid. they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. on the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. but on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they and some others came to the tomb, bringing the spices which they had prepared. they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. they entered in, and didn’t find the lord jesus’ body. it happened, while they were greatly perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them with clothing gleaming like lightning. terrified, they bowed their faces down to the earth. they said to them, why do you seek the living among the dead? he isn’t here, but is risen. remember what he told you when he was still in galilee, saying that the son of man must be delivered up into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again? they remembered his words, returned from the tomb, and told all these things to the eleven, and to all the rest. now they were mary magdalene, joanna, and mary the mother of james. the other women with them told these things to the apostles. these words seemed to them to be nonsense, and they didn’t believe them. but peter got up and ran to the tomb. stooping and looking in, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he departed to his home, wondering what had happened. now, two of them were going that very day to a village named emmaus, which was about kilometres from jerusalem. they talked with each other about all of these things which had happened. it happened, while they talked and questioned together, that jesus himself came near, and went with them. but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. he said to them, what are you talking about as you walk? the they stood still, looking dejected. one of them, named cleopas, answered him, are you the only stranger in jerusalem who doesn’t know the things which have happened there in these days? he said to them, what things? they said to him, the things concerning jesus, the nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before god and all the people; and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. but we were hoping that it was he who would redeem israel. yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. also, certain women of our company amazed us, having arrived early at the tomb; and when they didn’t find his body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. some of us went to the tomb, and found it just like the women had said, but they didn’t see him. he said to them, foolish men, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! didn’t the messiah have to suffer these things and to enter into his glory? beginning from moses and from all the prophets, he explained to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. they drew near to the village, where they were going, and he acted like he would go further. they urged him, saying, stay with us, because it is almost evening, and the day is almost over. he went in to stay with them. it happened, that when he had sat down at the table with them, he took the bread and gave thanks. breaking it, he gave to them. their eyes were opened, and they recognised him, and he vanished out of their sight. they said one to another, weren’t our hearts burning within us, while he spoke to us along the way, and while he opened the scriptures to us? they rose up straight away, returned to jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and those who were with them, saying, the lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to simon! they retold about what happened along the way, and how he was recognised by them in the breaking of the bread. as they said these things, jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, peace be to you. but they were terrified and filled with fear, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. he said to them, why are you troubled? why do doubts arise in your hearts? see my hands and my feet, that it is truly me. touch me and see, because a spirit doesn’t have flesh and bones, as you see that i have. when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. while they still didn’t believe for joy, and wondered, he said to them, do you have anything here to eat? they gave him a piece of a cooked fish. he took them, and ate in front of them. he said to them, this is what i told you, while i was still with you, that all things which are written in the law of moses, the prophets, and the psalms, concerning me must be fulfilled. then he opened their minds, that they might understand the scriptures. he said to them, thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning at jerusalem. you are witnesses of these things. now, i send forth the promise of my father on you. but wait in the city of jerusalem until you are clothed with power from on high. he led them out as far as bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. it happened, while he blessed them, that he departed from them, and was taken up into heaven. they worshiped him, and returned to jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple, praising and blessing god. 
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Using eye-witness sources, a first century doctor
named Luke wrote a chronicle of Jesus’ life.
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